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Salomon XT If you favor low-cuts over beefy boots—but don't want to sacrifice Fastpackers, > Bremen Leak

Wings GTX SUDPDTT or DfrJT.e;t\orz—fa?1e-cr'_ out this souped-up trail runner. The rugged-trail > Other testers
upper is a complex pattern of breathable ripstop nylon and rubbery runners, lonathan Dorn
abrasion reinforcements, with a Gore-Tex lining. The midsole is sup- travelers who > Duration July to Nov.
portive and stable—especially for overpronators—and quite cushy. | want one > Locales/conditions

Patagonia
Mio

wds at

le to eat up miles on bouldery tra

5 in Shenandoah National
Park with a 20-pound pack. The thin, ultradurable

do-it-all shoe

Rocky and muddy trails
in MD, VA, CO, Finland

> 5160
metal-core laces cinch (not tuck intc -> "Afte -

>2lbs. (size12) 7 o aly{ret-tejand tuck noa > “After a 20-mile

> men's 7-14; tongue-top pouch. This system stayed ti gt and training run around Lake

3 NP reriir ST o S

women's 5-11 neverreq ",mj, rety pmf‘ the support of a hik- arvi in Finland, my
ing boot with the agility of a trail runner. Cons: long 2gs were shot, but my

B i B e break-in time. salomon.com. Feader service #106 feet felt fresh.”

For the weight of a freeze-dried dinner, this jacket brings all-season

protection. | wore it as a windshell f

for a week of cool-weather hik-

ing in the Alps and never overheated. Credit the three-layer (rare in
a ultralight shell) fabric, which moves moisture well enough that |
rarely opened the 16-inch pit zips. Those pits are mesh-lined, so they

All-season
hikers who
want a one-
shell guiver,
ultralighters
\Nho need

["Bastone, Shannon Davis

| > Locales/conditions Rain,

> Kristin Hostetter
> Other testers Kelly

> Duration May to Now.

double as pockets—which creates two huge stor- temps from 109F to 60°F;

>$399 age units without the weight of two more zippers. Northeast, Rockies, Alps
>10.50z (w'sM) Other nice details: adjustable cuffs, a drawcord weather > “The hood cinches over
> pem,anda roomy fit that layers over a puffy jacket protection for ahelmet and downto a
women's XS-L Pros: year-round protection at summertime weight. alpine gasket around your face
i B, B B B Cons: steep price. patagonia.com. Reader service #7107 conditions with one drawstring pull”

Black This daypack handles up to 20 pounds on a hardware-laden dayhike Anyone look- -» Kristin Hostetter

X or summit attempt. But it also has a killer four-strap compression sys- ing for a ver- > Other testers
Diamond tem that lets you shrink it for shorter jaunts. The frame is a standard satile daypack Shannon Davis
Octane/Spark plastic sheet surrounded by an aluminum skeleton that connects via with excellent > Duration May to Nov

First Ascent
Guide Gloves

» §140 a ball and socket to the hipbelt. This creates a ful- weight transfer | » Locales/conditions
l>31bs (w's) crum in the lumb 2a that rotates in all directions, | anda Canyons, glaciers, peaks:
»28 tl:; 30 liters creating a very dynamic suspension that stuck like : UT, MA, Alps, L Dﬁ)”if Peak
> 2 men’s and 2 glue when | was stemming through slot canyons in -» “Once you dial in the
s southern Utah. Pros: snug fit, MLL‘” =nt load support. torso s there's some
women’s sizes i . it | ) . o
Cons: heavy for its size; Allen key required to adjust hip swivel that actually
B B B B torso length. bdel.com, Reader service #108 makes loads feel lighter”

Want a superb technical glove for mountaineering, skiing, and winter

amping? These

Pittards leather gloves are soft enough for nose-

» Jonathan Dorn
» Other testers

~Shannon Davis

| » Duration Aug. to Dec.

| > Locales/conditions Alps,

| Rockies; six types of snow
> “In subzero windchills,

wiping yet tough enough for ice axes and high-friction rappels; for
grip and dexterity, leather this supple has few equals. Inside, a merino
woot lining kept my palms dry and didn't catch when | slid wet hands
in and out. A wide, adjustable, elastic cuff helps there; it also seals
tight against spindrift. Insulated with Primaloft, the

Mountaineering,
> §19 &

Guides are warm well below freezing if you're active. | backcountry you can't afford to take
> 670z (m'sL) Pros: impeccable fit and great dexterity. Cons: The | skiing, and tool- your gloves off to fiddle
> XS-XL water-resistant leather wets out after prolonged rain | intensive cold- with gear. The Guides
B B e B, & or slush. firstascent.com. Reader service #109 weather trips have the touch you need.”

Taller hikers,
ultralighte

-> Berne Broudy

» Other testers Aaron
Loomis, Emily Steers
> Duration May to Nov.

Exped Explorer These four-section aluminum poles were perfect for my Long Trail

Poles thru-hike, because they're lighter than many carbon-fiber models and
collapse to a mere 20.5 inches, The are rocl d, with a

push-button on the bottom section and twist-locks

jjustments

;15;2052_ on YO“U, The long foam grip let me adjust my hand > Locales/conditions /T,
> adjusts from position durin ep traverses. Pros: bomber, ultra- i Alps: on and off trail
4 light, and green, thanks to DAC Featherlight alumi- > "They come with wide
205toStinches '\, cons: The push-button is tough to operate with winter baskets, a nice
[N cold fingers. outdoorresearch.com. Reader service #110 perk for sh
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