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YCCS establishes BVI base at Oil Nut Bay

The Yacht Club Costa Smeralda moves into partnership with Oil Nut Bay developer Victor
International to create the YCCS Virgin Gorda yacht club and marina in North Sound, BVI

P 1t the busy but convivial atmosphere aboard
the 40m Westport 130 Resolute during the Fort
Lauderdale International Boat Show was
anytmng to ga by, the new Oil Nut Bay
development on Virgin Gordain the BVls looks
1o be the place to visit thes winter But dylbic
surroundings, a dedicated superyacht manna
and the chance 0 acquire  prime patch of land
m 3n exclusive develapment were nat the only
temptations on offer. as Resolute was used as
the platform fer the anncuncement that the renowned Yacht Club Costa
Smeralda was entering inta partnerstup with the 0w Nut Bay developers
to create a new YCCS Caribbean base

The ollicers and members of the YCCS are very happy fo see this
new initiative come to fruition, commenlted His Highness the Aga
Khan, gresident of the Yacht Club Costa Smeralda "We have aimed to
expand aur 5porting and crusing activities internationally for many
years, and this oppor tunity in Virgin Gorda well gree our members
access 1o wonderlul new locabiens far saiing and yachtng, as well as
all the services thal YCCS offers in its current home base at Porto
Cervo We inlend 1o maintan the same level of excellence in all our
activites that have come 10 be recognised as a halimark of the YCCSin
the Mediterranean

The YCCS Virgin Gorda will be located in North Sound, and the hirst
phase of the superyacht marina, due to come on streamn December

2010, will offer 38 berths tor yachts up 1o 100m Other facilities will
include aclubhouse, docks, a selection of restaurants, shaps, a pool
outdoor recrealion areas. bars and a concierge service for yachtsmen
as well as being linked 10 the 300-acre OW Nut Bay devetopment and the
nearby Biras Creek Resart

The YCCS Virgin Gorda will play host 1o 4 fleet of sail and metor
superyachts taxing parLin the inaugural Caripbean Superyacht Regatta
and Rendezvous, orgamsed by Boat Internationsl Media and the YCCS.
which wall take place from 16 to 20 March 2011 Indeed. st was the imitial
thrust 1o hold a Carbbean event that helped lead to the parinership
between Yictor Internatwonal and the YCCS 1 had met Tony Harris. CEQ
of Boat International Media, threugh Westport a couple of years age
explamed Victor International chairman David Johnsen during the press
launch, and thought it would be mice 1o do an event He suggested that |
should meet the president of the YCCS as we shared some of the same
«deals We had further meetings at the Monaco Rendezvous in June, then
I had a chance meeting with His Highness the Aga Khan i the BYIs “ The
resull of those meelings was a complete rethink of the planned maring
and clul

wouse faclity "He Said for spensars. cemgeliters, pnzegwing
and the bke, we nceded a prazza for S00 pecple, sowe created an event
prazza, added a harbour master dock, created to new wings for the yacht
club building and moved it up the hill - the day before we were due to
pour the lootings! The resullis impresswe - a 270m megayacht pier
with twa megawarts of power, world class faciites, and a partnership
wath one of the wortd's top yacht clubs
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The aim was to create the best facitlies in the Canbbean. concluded
Johnson and we spent hours on every room No one Let ego gel i the
way of excellence Youcan do greal things wath the help of God, a great
1eam of people, and an unberuted budget!

Our mussion, continued YCCS commggore Riccardo Bonadeo,
was 1o hind an area oulside the Mediterranean where we could find
excellence, and thanks ta Teny Harns we found 4 We all know the three
“Ls’ - location, location location - bul the second element s finding the
right people, and we found them These two elements are the great
secret of success

I love the BV and have spent many happy holidays there cruising
and racing with my family and friends. added Harris 1am looking
torward to havng a fantasuc rendezvous and regatta in the BVis
next March”

Fer Johnson, the development at il Nut Bay and the YCCS
partnership marks the attanment of a long-held gosl Growing up inthe
Great Lakes area ol the US, waler had always been a part of Johnson s
Wfe and he has owned a succession of yachts, ncluding a Cigarette, a
Sea Ray 63, and a Sunseeker 75 Then, as his daughters got otder, he
moved 10 a 112 Westpart, and then finally the Westpart 130 Resolute -
always with the goal of mowving to a Canibbean base 'if you go past the
BVIs, you lose the dayboating aspect, he says as we talk on the day alter
the YCCS announcement

As lounger of the highly successiul Victor International Corporatipn
- aleading real estale developer - the merging of Johnson s Canbbean
qoals with his development knowledge made for a natural dual-purpase
an The mission was to create 3 Mustique, bul with boating, great
architecture and harenony with the natural environment, he says
I wanted a boutique superyacht marina which wasn t “everything for
everybody”, and wanted lo create a resarl communily that had apen
space and dedicated nature trails  Development af the 300-acre Oil Nut
Bay site involved producing a 1.500-page document studying due
diligence, environmental impact and the Like, and the resultis a
development that olfers just 88 plots of land with strict budding critena
- no mulli-storey houses, and everythung «n harmony with the

Holding the YCCS burgee, left to right: David Johnsan, Tany Harris,
Riccardo Bonadeo and YCCS sporting director Eduardo Recchi

surrcundings. Prices start at $1 495 million for the smaller plots, rising
to $25 million for the largest

The marina, built by Bellingham Marine with censuttancy by Floridian
company ATM, incluges a 99 year seabed lease tor the hirsf me in BV
history, to contralingress and egress. The imitial plan was for & fixed
pier dock 'We interviewed the captains of large yachts like Leander and
Maitese Falcon 1o find out what was best. says Jahnson. and they said
they wanted s side-to berth on a floating dock that didn't move So for
the fir st ume in Bellingham's lustory it buit 3 20ft-wide dock with 36
inches of frecooard, anchored by piles We then assessed the difference
inwindage belween a 50m and a 70m yachl, and then doubled the
number of piles and tripled the power supply Yachls will be able 1o buy
amembership berth which will give them lrst pick on docking, events,
and aulomalic membership of the beach club, a5 well asa 50/50 split on
rental income The first phase, with 38 berths in water with a depth of
6 5m, wall open in December 2010, with the possibibily of a secend phase
wath 12m depth to fallow in the future

For more wformaton about the Canibbean Superyacht Regatita and
Rendezveus, to be held 16-20 March 2011, turn to page 38

"OUNTACI Victor Internatianal/Ont Nut Bay, BVI tel: +284 495 5400 web: www ailnutbay.com
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